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Charles J. Bonaparte Commemorated    
at U.S. Department of Justice 

Luca Scognamillo, the Italian National 
Police Liaison at the Embassy of Italy, 
was the keynote speaker at the 51st Annual 
Ceremony commemorating Charles J. 
Bonaparte, the 46th Attorney General of the 
United States and founder of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation.  

The ceremony was held at the United 
States Department of Justice and organized 
by Francesco Isgrò, Senior Litigation 
Counsel at the Justice Department. The 
commemoration was instituted in 1961 
by John N. LaCorte, founder of the Italian 
Historical Society of America. The tradition 
has been kept alive with the sponsorship of 
the Department of Justice and the Friends of 
Charles J. Bonaparte.

In his remarks, Scognamillo spoke about 
the “special and deeply rooted collaboration” 
between the FBI and the Italian police, 
including last year’s joint efforts which led 
to the arrest of many organized crime figures 
in Miami, New York and Palermo. 

“Finding new tools that improve our 
capability to share information and improve 
our collaboration is perhaps the best way to 
honor the memory of Charles Bonaparte,” 
he added.  

However, Scognamillo underscored 
that “the global nature and sophisticated 
operations of these criminal organizations 
make the cooperation between our law 
enforcement agencies that much more 
critical and complex. The constant flow of 
information sharing between the FBI and 
Italian National Police plays a vital role 
in uncovering the very initial signals of 
infiltration of this phenomenon.”

John Di Cicco, acting head of the Tax 
Division, welcomed  the invited guests on 
behalf of the Department of Justice and 
recalled how important it was to continue 
this tradition of honoring Bonaparte and 
recalled his contributions in reforming the 
civil service system. 

John J. LaCorte, the current Executive 
Director of the Italian Historical Society, 
also welcomed the guests and introduced 
Tony De Nonno, a New York film producer 
who presented his recently completed 
documentary on the “monumental” life of 
John N. LaCorte, the Society’s founder, 
who died in 1991. 

The film related the life story and many 
accomplishments of John N. LaCorte, 
including his successful efforts in the 
naming of  the  Verrazano Bridge in New 
York, and the establishment of Columbus 
Day as a national holiday. 

Although John N. LaCorte was born in 
the United States, he returned to Sicily with 
his parents and grew up there. At age 19, he 
came back to the States with 17 cents to his 
name. He had a long career in the insurance 
business before running his own agency. 

At the ceremony, Father Lydio Tomasi, 
Pastor of Holy Rosary, the National Italian 
Parish in Washington D.C., delivered the 
invocation and, in keeping with tradition, 
Nina Di Gregorio, President of the Italian 
Opera Company, and Benjamin Togati  
opened the ceremony with the singing of 
the national anthems of the United States 
and Italy.

Luca Scognamillo, John DiCicco, Francesco Isgrò, John LaCorte, Fr. Lydio Tomasi, 
Tony DeNonno. Portrait of Charles J. Bonaparte is in background.

a restaurant in Monterey, California. As a 
child Leon often visited  his father’s home-
town in Italy, where relatives still remember 
as studious and ambitious. 

As one Italian cousin of Panetta’s once 
said, ‟Quando Leon veniva in Calabria 
spesso stava da solo, preferiva studiare, si 
capiva che abrebbe fatto strada.”

Panetta was educated at Catholic schools 
and received degrees in political science and 
law from Jesuit-run Santa Clara University. 
After service in the Army, he started his 
public career as a legislative assistant on 

Leon Panetta: From Langley to the Pentagon  
Obama’s trusted adviser takes on new challenges at Defense

Leon E. Panetta takes the oath of office as the 23rd U.S. Secretary of Defense during a 
Pentagon ceremony, July 1, 2011. 
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Capitol Hill. Panetta is married to the for-
mer Sylvia Marie Varni. They have three 
grown sons and five grandchildren. 

On the occasion of his swearing in as 
Secretary of Defense, Panetta recalled his 
upbringing. ‟My parents, immigrants from 
Italy, came to the United States to seek a 
better life. They taught me that it was im-
portant to give something back to the coun-
try they adopted. I will never forget my fa-
ther's words: ‛to be free, we must also be 
secure,’” Panetta concluded his comments 
by saying, ‟Rest assured that I will fight 
with you and for you.”

Dupont Circle Becomes ‛Piazza Italia’
Diego D’Ambrosio celebrates Italy’s 150th Anniversary

Diego D’Ambrosio has owned a hair 
salon at Dupont Circle for 50 years, serv-
ing locals, Supreme Court justices, and a 
host of politicians and other officials. Last 
year, the city of Washington D.C. honored 
D'Ambrosio by naming the short stretch of 
Q Street N.W. between 19th Street and Con-
necticut Avenue, Diego D’Ambrosio Way.  

This year, as numerous celebrations 
were being held here and abroad on the oc-
casion of Italy’s 150th year of unification, 
D’Ambrosio threw a huge Italian festa, re-
naming Dupont Circle ‟Piazza Italia.” He 
told Voce Italiana that he wanted to show 
his pride in the success of Giuseppe Garib-
aldi in uniting Italy.

Born in Santa Marinella, near Rome, 
D’Ambrosio came to the United States in 
1961, within days of John F. Kennedy's 

presidential inauguration. About 20 years 
ago, he moved to his current work space, on 
the opposite corner from his original salon, 
and raised the price of a man’s haircut by $2 
to $20. The price hasn’t changed since. 
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